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assistance in the promotion of religion. 
Motives, principles, ideals, will be factors 
as potent as any others in the final decision 
of the war. The service, therefore, which 
may be rendered by religious education must 
not be minimized. Religious education 
moves in the stream of life and it will bear 
upon the varied ideals which are now 
dominating the actions of men and nations. 
It works on the belief that things can never 
be right until people are right and therefore 
goes to the roots of the present ills. Over 
against this effort to get to the bottom of 
things is the tendency of the emergency call, 
which may be prone to relieve the super- 
ficial ills and leave untouched the deeper 
causes. There will be the temptation to 
say, "The important organizations of this 



hour are those of war-relief and preparation; 
the pressure is so great for the practical 
causes that others must get along without 
my help." The presence of wisdom and 
foresight will prompt men to focus atten- 
tion upon one other aspect of the pressure — 
namely, the insistent demand that the ideals 
which have been raised up in our midst be 
not allowed to perish. This means that the 
call for devotion to new objects does not 
excuse us for diminishing our loyalty to the 
old aims and ideals. The contribution of 
religious education is insistently demanded 
for the present; the fruits of yesterday's 
indifference spur us to the resolve that, as 
far as in us lies, the men of tomorrow will 
be given the stimulus and motivation which 
we call religious education. 
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Federated Protestantism Faces 
War Needs 

Under the direction of the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in America a spe- 
cial "war session" was held in Washington 
during the second week in May. The ses- 
sion was not attended by the full representa- 
tions of any one of the thirty constituent 
bodies, but by a remarkably diversified and 
impressive grouping of outstanding men 
from nearly all of them. The Continent 
sees in this assembly "a plane of national 
leadership more solid and commanding than 
it had achieved at any previous time in its 
(Federal Council) developing history." In 
addition to the inspirational addresses, the 
important features were the careful survey 
of measures already afoot to safeguard the 
moral quality of the army and navy, and the 
careful study of what else the churches can 
do in the support of the government and of 
what they owe to the religious well-being and 
ethical health of American life in present 
abnormal demands. It was announced that 
both the War Department and the Navy 
Department have agreed to name no Prot- 
estant chaplains except on the recommen- 



dation of the Washington committee of the 
Federal Council, and the committee will 
consider none but those previously indorsed 
by their own denominational authorities. 
Young men of two or three years' experience 
in the pastorate are principally desired. In- 
deed, there were times when it was difficult 
to decide which was preferred, army chap- 
lains or Y.M.C.A. secretaries, for the specific 
religious work. But finally the Council ap- 
proved a plan for a joint committee of con- 
ference, composed of committeemen from 
both the Federal Council and the Young 
Men's Christian Association, which will sit 
frequently and vote on the adjustment of 
relations when difficulties appear. A dele- 
gation headed by Governor Milliken, of 
Maine, was sent to Congress to insist on 
suppression of liquor making and liquor 
selling as a measure of national defense. It 
was decided to keep a watchful eye upon the 
effort to let down labor standards. Bills to 
take off the limits put on hours of women's 
employment and to cancel laws for compul- 
sory education and against child labor were 
denounced. Plans were made to organize 
10,000 units for Red Cross assistance in as 
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many American churches. An important 
item in the business of the Council was the 
adoption of the "message to the churches," 
which was read by President King. 

War and Religion in Great Britain 

Rev. J. D. Jones has favored the readers 
of the Record of Christian Work for June 
with a discerning account of the influence 
of the Great War upon the religious life of 
Great Britain. The sanity of judgment 
which appears in almost every sentence is 
reflected in his remarks that all one-sided 
and dogmatic statements about the effect of 
the war are to be received with caution; that 
such statements are made by some who 
write optimistically and prophesy a great 
revival of religion as a result of the war; that 
similar statements are made by others who 
write pessimistically and anticipate all sorts 
of dreadful results for religion and morals. 
In this article Mr. Jones attempts to face the 
facts fairly and this, he says, requires him to 
point out the losses which have come with 
the war. It is impossible for a nation to 
have all its thoughts and energies concen- 
trated on war without paying a price for it 
morally and religiously. One of the most 
obvious things has been the withdrawal of 
the men of military age. This has been so 
thorough that in places like the one in which 
the author happens to live there are scarcely 
any men between the ages of eighteen and 
forty-one. From the point of view of the 
churches this means that the most vigorous 
officials, local preachers, and Sunday-school 
teachers have gone. It also means that 
thousands of ministers have gone, and there 
is now a serious difficulty arising from the 
shortage of ministers. But, quite apart 
from the direct injury done the churches, 
there are other effects seriously affecting the 
interests of religion. For instance, there 
has been a serious relaxing of religious habit 
and custom. This is evident in the rapidly 
diminishing reverence for Sunday. Mr. 
Jones cites this illustration: "Rather less 
than twenty years ago the Christian senti- 



ment of England defeated the attempt of 
two of our strongest newspapers to issue 
Sunday editions. During these months of 
war, however, the Sunday newspapers have 
managed to establish themselves firmly, and 
thousands of Christian people, eager to know 
the latest news, habitually purchase them." 
Mr. Jones says that it must be "sorrowfully 
admitted" that the war has brought with 
it a certain amount of moral laxity. The 
Bishop of London has said that vice is more 
rampant and unashamed in the metropolis 
now than it was before the war. He says: 
"We live in a very highly charged emotional 
atmosphere, and such an atmosphere is peril- 
ous to morals. I am afraid it is true that 
many lads and girls will carry upon their 
souls the ghastly marks of this feverish 
time." But the writer refuses to be satis- 
fied by having mentioned the losses that 
have been entailed by the war; with splendid 
optimism he points to the brighter side. He 
firmly believes that the gains outweigh the 
losses. He has in mind the return to a sim- 
pler method of living, the evoking of a spirit 
of unselfish service in all classes of the popu- 
lation, the creation of a new spirit of com- 
radeship amongst the various grades of 
English society due to the fact that in the 
trenches "duke's son and cook's son" have 
faced death side by side. Furthermore, there 
has been a deepening and an enriching of 
character that has come to multitudes of the 
youth. This does not mean that anything 
of the nature of a revival has arrived, but it 
is indicated by the fact that over 100,000 
men have definitely pledged their allegiance 
to Christ as the result of the services held in 
the Y.M.C.A. huts. Virtues which were 
latent in the boys before have sprung into 
glorious birth. He says splendidly, "we 
feared our youth was flaccid and limp and 
decadent. Perhaps they were. But the 
war has stopped the rot and has given us 
men capable of the most glorious devotion 
and sacrifice." But not less has the profound 
effect of the war rested upon the people 
who have stayed at home. The anxiety 
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and fear for loved ones at the front has led 
great multitudes of those who are at home 
to rely upon God. In conclusion, Mr. 
Jones reminds us that the soldiers have 
come to have a new respect for the church. 
They have seen it follow them to the front, 
and through the agency of the Y.M.C.A. it 
has accompanied them right up to the front 
trenches. The result is that "the awful 
war is driving us all back upon Christ and 
his Gospel as the one and only hope of the 
world's redemption." 

Address oi the Bishops to the Minis- 
ters and Members of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Chnrch in the United 
States of America 

In these days of confusion people of a re- 
ligious attitude of mind and churches gen- 
erally are staggered and seem not to know 
what to do. Certainly they have an impor- 
tant function. The chief pastors of the de- 
nomination indicated above have issued the 
following address to their people, calling for 
that type of church efficiency which they 
feel is needful for the present situation: 

Your bishops assembled in their regular mid- 
year session summon you to a solemn and prayer- 
ful consideration of the position and duty of 
our church in this our greatest war for human 
liberty. As followers of Jesus Christ we labor 
and pray for the reign of peace. But God him- 
self makes peace "the work of righteousness." 
There can be no peace, and there ought to be no 
peace, until it stands squarely based upon right- 
eousness. We stand with the President in his 
message to Congress where he said: "The right 
is more precious than peace." "The wrongs 
against which we array ourselves are not common 
wrongs, they cut to the roots of human life." 
"The world must be made safe for democracy. 
Its peace must be planted upon the trusted 
foundation of political liberty." "We fight for 
such a concert of free peoples as shall bring peace 
and safety to all nations, and make the world at 
last free." While we rejoice that exhortations 
to loyalty are not needed, we urge that your 
patriotism take on sacrificial forms, and without 
the delay of an hour. There is peril here. Dis- 
tance hinders adequate realization of the deadly 
strife upon which we are launched. Though the 



actual horrors of war may remain remote, we 
must bestir ourselves to bring our loyalty to the 
test of sacrifice. We are confident that our 
people will support any plan the government 
may adopt for securing and training an adequate 
army and navy. We shall expect our hospitals 
to offer their wards, and our physicians and 
nurses their skill. Let funds be generously pro- 
vided for the care of war orphans at home and 
abroad, for the Red Cross work, as well as for 
the moral and spiritual welfare of our forces on 
land and on sea. 

Let the spirit of love pervade all our thought 
and speech concerning our American people of 
German origin. Let us remember that they 
have had no responsibility for the militaristic 
spirit by which the world has been convulsed. 
Their burden is peculiarly heavy, even while 
their hearts are utterly loyal to the land of their 
adoption. With all heartiness we endorse the 
utterance of our President when he said, "We 
have no quarrel with the German people." On 
the other hand, for the land and people of Ger- 
many we cherish the warmest affection. In 
calm confidence in the triumph of righteousness 
we exhort that none of the regular work of our 
world-wide church shall be allowed to suffer 
because of these contributions of life and sub- 
stance for war purposes. The business interests 
of the country and the large concerns of the 
Kingdom of God, both at home and abroad, call 
for increasing support because of war conditions. 

We send you a message of hope. The mo- 
mentous events which have recently taken place 
in Russia warrant our confidence that we are 
approaching the dawn of a better day. God 
reigns. His son shall neither fail nor be dis- 
couraged till he have set judgment in the earth, 
and the isles shall wait for his law. As never 
before in the history of our beloved country the 
call is for the preaching of the gospel of Christ. 
Let him be lifted up in every pulpit. Let him 
be offered in every barrack and training camp. 
Our people need his comfort while their loved 
ones face peril and death at the front. The de- 
mocracy of all nations, which is coming as a result 
of the war, must have the inspirations and re- 
straints of the gospel, or it cannot endure. Let 
all our people hear Christ offered as the Saviour 
of the sinful, and the only one who opens the 
door to the captives, gives beauty for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness. 



